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Brazilian music is like a diamond – complex, brilliant, and multifaceted.  And there’s no surprise 
there; Brazilian culture is so wildly diverse, so open to foreign influences and so famously devoted to 
letting the good times roll that there’s no way Brazil’s music could be anything but a kaleidoscopic riot 
of flavors and colors.  That’s how you end up with such popular and influential exports as samba, 
lambada and bossa nova, musical styles that are constantly mutating and developing, absorbing new 
elements from around the world along the way.   

That brings us to Bossacucanova, the Rio-based trio whose new album is a perfect illustration of the 
way Brazilian musicians will happily grab and incorporate influences from around the world – and of 
the way they can turn those elements into music that is both freshly modern and deeply, traditionally 
Brazilian – not to mention arm-wavingly, butt-swingingly, irresistibly danceable.   

DJ Marcelinho DaLua, bassist Márcio Menescal and keyboardist Alexandre Moreira burst onto the 
international dance music scene in 1999 with Revisited Classics, a collection of both new and old 
bossa nova songs given new life and vigor through the application of funky breakbeats, skillful 
turntablism, electronic manipulation and adventurous mixology.  The idea of fusing the smooth 
sounds of classic bossa nova recordings with up-to-the-minute electronic elements wasn’t exactly 
brand new – No Wave legend Arto Lindsay had been combining Brazilian music with modern 
influences for years, and European DJs had already figured out that bossa nova’s laid-back, free-
flowing rhythm could add a crowd-pleasing spice to their own material.  But Bossacucanova’s 
approach to Euro-Brazilian fusion was unusually respectful of their home country’s traditions, putting 
the bossa first and the electronica second, and the international music press took notice quickly. 

The trio’s sophomore effort was, if anything, even better. Brasilidade found them working with the 
legendary guitarist Roberto Menescal, composer of several classic bossas and a hugely influential 
producer and A&R man during the 1970s.  (He’s also Márcio’s father.)  On Brasilidade the band took 
a more organic approach to modern bossa nova, spending less time coming up with electronic 
adaptations of classic material and focusing more on writing new songs that could be played in a live 
setting.  You could hear more of the band’s debt to the traditional verities of Brazilian dance music, 
but there was still no question that they were coming up with new and better ways to get people up 
and out of their chairs. 

Now comes Uma Batida Diferente (“A Different Beat”), Bossacucanova’s third album for 
Ziriguiboom/Six Degrees Records and their most satisfying and fully-integrated effort yet.  Five years 
after the group’s debut, the practice of combining the smooth sounds of classic bossa nova with 
modern electronic beats is more popular than ever.  But Bossacucanova’s sound remains unique, 
partly because the trio’s approach continues to treat bossa nova as the main dish and the breakbeats, 
electronica and other embellishments as garnishes, rather than the other way around.   
Uma Batida Diferente was recorded in the band’s home base of Ipanema, Rio de Janeiro in early 2004.  
The band continued its well-established pattern by inviting legendary figures of Brazilian music both old 
and new to participate in the project: Roberto Menescal, who has essentially become a fourth member of 
the band, is back again, lending his delicious, jazz-inflected guitar lines and laid-back scat singing to the 
mix on party-ready gems like “Bom da Rio (Posto 6)” and the classic Baden Powell/Lula Freire 
composition “Feitinha Pro Poeta.” Singer Marcos Valle, a living legend in Brazil who is,  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


